Release Them And Be Released!

Forgive = Release from a debt.
Mt. 6:12 - Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.

Mt. 6:14-15 - For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your
heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive men their
sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.

Mk. 11: 22-25

22. "Have faith in God," Jesus answered.

23. "I tell you the truth, if anyone says to this mountain, * Go, throw
yourself into the sea,' and does not doubt in his heart but believes that
what he says will happen, it will be done for him.

24. Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you
have received it, and it will be yours.

25. And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone,
forgive him, so that your Father in heaven may forgive you your sins. "

Mt. 18:32-35

32. "Then the master called the servant in. ~You wicked servant,' he said,
"I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to.

33. Shouldn't you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on
you?'

34. In anger his master turned him over to the jailers to be tortured, until
he should pay back all he owed.

35. "This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you
forgive your brother from your heart."

Lk. 24:34 - Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what
they are doing."

Luke 19:1-10

1 Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through.

2 A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector
and was wealthy.

3 He wanted to see who Jesus was, but being a short man, he could not,
because of the crowd.

4 So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus
was coming that way.



5 When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, "Zacchaeus,
come down immediately. I must stay at your house today."

6 So he came down at once and welcomed him gladly.

7 All the people saw this and began to mutter, "He has gone to be the guest
of a 'sinner." "

8 But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, "Look, Lord! Here and now I
give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out
of anything, I will pay back four times the amount.”

9 Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come to this house, because this
man, too, is a son of Abraham.

10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost."

Jeremiah 31:3, “I have loved you with an everlasting love.”
Romans 5:8 - "While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”

Luke 5:27-32

27 After this, Jesus went out and saw a tax collector by the name of Levi
sitting at his tax booth. "Follow me," Jesus said to him,

28 and Levi got up, left everything and followed him.

29 Then Levi held a great banquet for Jesus at his house, and a large crowd
of tax collectors and others were eating with them.

30 But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law who belonged to their sect
complained to his disciples, "Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors
and 'sinners'?"

31 Jesus answered them, "It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the
sick.

32 I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.”

Lk 19:8 - But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here
and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated
anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount.”

1. Zacchaeus had a change of heart!

2. Zacchaeus made a public confession and commitment!

3. Zacchaeus found freedom in repentance and restitution!



a. It loosens the grip of the devil.
b. It initiates healing.

c. It demonstrates the power of God



